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1 Session Winter 2007

Sy Report https://eval.olt.ubc.ca/etw/ets/et.as
Science 2007W Term 1 Teaching Evaluation Survey University of British Columbia
2007W 2007 Science

Course;: CHEM 407.199-CHEM 503.199 199 - Statistical Mechanics in Chemistry = Department: CHEM

Instructor: Walter Scott # Responses: 7

Category Instructions: Based on a 5-point scale, where 1 = Very Poor, 2 = Poor, 3 = Adequate, 4 = Good and 5 = Excellent, please
rate your instructor on the following:

0 1 2 3 4 5

Survey Results
Scott, Walter

Scott, Walter

UNIVERSITY MODULE Responses Individual

[A] [B] [C] [D] [E] Med. Mode S.D. Var. N Mean
Q1 The clarity of the instructor's expectations of learning. 1.0 1 4 1 4 4 1181397 3.6
Q2 The instructor's ability to communicate the course content effectively. 0 2 1 2 2 4 2451181397 36
Q3 The instructor's ability to inspire interest in the subject. 0 2 1 2 2 4 24511813387 3.6
Q4 ;Zfsf,a;?:()e,ss of the instructor's assessment of learning (exams, essays, 1 00 2 4 5 5 136 1.84 7 41
Q5 The instructor?s concern for students' learning. 0O 0 0 1 6 5 5 35 12 7 49
Q6 The overall quality of the instructor's teaching. 1 0 1 2 3 4 5 136 184 7 39

Responses: [A] 1 Very Poor=1 [B] 2 Poor=2 [C] 3 Adequate=3 [D] 4 Good=4 [E] 5 Excellent=5

Faculty: Scott, Walter

Instructions: Please comment below on what your instructor did well and your suggestions for improving the course and the teaching
effectiveness of your instructor. At all times please be respectful, specific and constructive in your comments. (Malicious or otherwise
inappropriate comments will be discarded.) :

Question: Enter comments below;

Response Rate: 85.71% (60f7)

e The instructor should not waste time in obvious mathematical details,
that take time from the discussion of the main concepts. Also I think
that a few assignments of pen and paper problems will help us built
knowledge that we would be able to use on research

e The prof was not prepared for lectures, was very scattered and easily
sidetracked. Most of the lectures were spent going through algebra on
powerpoint, which is not an effective method of teaching course mate-
rial. He did not prepare his slides far enough in advance, demonstrated
by the numerous occasions where we ran out of slides before running



out of class time and just quit early. The level of difficulty of the course
material was not what I expected for a graduate level course, and his
test expectations varied from one extreme to the other (a sign of an
unseasoned teacher). I would not recommend him as a prof for gradu-
ate level course at all and I will warn other graduate students to avoid
his classes. 1 didn’t learn much in this course and it often felt like a
waste of time.

1. more homeworks are needed

2. less non-relevant contents, you can just teach the core knowledge

3. no need to talk too much about detailed calculation procedures, I
guess that we can read them ourselves

4. more emphasis on principles

5. it would be better if handouts are distributed in advance since we
can prepare for the class and you can go through those unimpor-
tant materials quickly

6. overall, Walter Scott is a good teacher!

Excellent course, though he did not had a enough time to see all the
planned sylabus. Maybe too ambicious.

This course has been a great introduction to statistical mechanics. A
bit more theory and less time spent on arithmetic as well as more
homework assignments would have cemented this course firmly in the
mind. Thank you for doing such a great job.

Assignments and samples of questions that students can work on (either
in assignments or examples of past exams) would be very helpful.



2 Session Winter 2008

Survey Report https://eval.olt.ubc.ca/etw/ets/et.asp
Science 2008WT1 -- Teaching Evaluation Survey University of British Columbia
2008W1 2008 Science

Course: CHEM 407 166 - Statistical Mechanics in Chemistry Department: CHEM

Instructor: Walter Scott # Responses: 6

Category Instructions: Based on a 5-point scale, where 1 = Strongly Disagree, 2 = Disagree, 3 = Neutral, 4 = Agree
and 5 = Strongly Agree, please rate your instructor on the following:
Scott, Walter
University Module Responses Individual
[SD] [D] [N] [A] [SA] Med. Mode S.D. N Mean

a1 l‘z;err:nstruclor made it clear what students were expected to 0 0 1 3 2 4 4 69 6 4.2
Q2 The instructor communicated the subject matter effectively. 0 o 3 1 2 3 3 .90 6 3.8

Q3 The instructor helped inspire interest in learning the subject

0 1.2 1 2 3 3,5 1.11 6 3.7
matter.

Q4 Ov erall, evaluation of student learning (through exams,
essays, presentations, etc.) was fair.

Q5 The instructor showed concern for student learning. 0 o 1 2 3 4 5 .75 6 4.3

Q6 Overall, the instructor was an effective teacher. 0 0 3 1 2 3 3 .90 6 3.8

0o 0 0 3 3 4 45 .50 6 4.5

Responses: [SD] Strongly Disagree=1 [D] Disagree=2 [N] Neutral=3 [A] Agree=4 [SA] Strongly Agree=5

Category Instructions: Based on a 5-point scale, where 1 = Strongly Disagree, 2 = Disagree, 3 = Neutral, 4 = Agree
and 5 = Strongly Agree, please rate your instructor on the following:

Results Summary by Question Category/Sub-Category

Scott, Walter

Question Categories / Sub-Categories Responses Individual
[SD] [D] [N] [Al [SA] Med. Mode S.D. N Mean
C1 University Module 0 1 10 11 14 4 5 .88 36 4.1

Responses: [SD] Strongly Disagree=1 [D] Disagree=2 [N] Neutral=3 [A] Agree=4 [SA] Strongly Agree=5

Faculty: Scott, Walter
Question: Enter comments below
Response Rate: 50.00% (3 of 6)
1 He helps students to understand the course well.
Prof. Scott is a very passionate instructor with some sense of humor. He cares every student and helps students
to understand the topics.

| enjoy ed his class very much.

Thank you.

While | found the course notes clear when reading through them my self, at times in lecture | found it difficult to
follow deriv ations when slides full of mathematical equations were flipped through in seconds. | think that it would

3 have been more helpful to write out some of the derivations to follow the logic. | really appreciated Scotty's
enthusiasm for the subject, willingness to help, and ability to provide real-world analogies to help with understanding.
Also, Scotty constantly adjusted the course to suit the particular interests of the students in the class by discussing

4

40f 7 22/01/09 11:22



Survey Report https://eval.olt.ubc.ca/etw/ets/et.asp

papers or particular applications to what we were talking about, which helped keep the material relev ant.

50f7 5 22/01/09 11:22



Survey Report https://eval.olt.ubc.ca/etw/ets/et.asp

Science 2008WT1 -- Teaching Evaluation Survey University of British Columbia
2008W1 2008 Science

Course: CHEM 503 166 - Equilibrium Statistical Mechanics in Chemistr Department: CHEM

Instructor: Walter Scott # Responses: 4

Category Instructions: Based on a 5-point scale, where 1 = Strongly Disagree, 2 = Disagree, 3 = Neutral, 4 = Agree
and 5 = Strongly Agree, please rate your instructor on the following:

Scott, Walter
University Module Responses Individual
[SD] [D] [N] [A] [SA] Med. Mode S.D. N Mean

al l'l'ehaerr:nstructor made it clear what students were expected to 0 0 0 3 1 4 4 43 4 43
Q2 The instructor communicated the subject matter effectively. 1 o 0 2 1 4 4 150 4 35

Q3 The instructor helped inspire interest in learning the subject

0 o 1 1 2 4 5 .83 4 43
matter.

Q4 Ov erall, evaluation of student learning (through exams,

. } 1 o 0o 2 1 4 4 150 4 35
essays, presentations, etc.) was fair.

Q5 The instructor showed concern for student learning. 0 o 0 2 2 4 45 50 4 45
Q6 Overall, the instructor was an effective teacher. 1 o o0 2 1 4 4 150 4 35

Responses: [SD] Strongly Disagree=1 [D] Disagree=2 [N] Neutral=3 [A] Agree=4 [SA] Strongly Agree=5

Category Instructions: Based on a 5-point scale, where 1 = Strongly Disagree, 2 = Disagree, 3 = Neutral, 4 = Agree
and 5 = Strongly Agree, please rate your instructor on the following:

Results Summary by Question Category/Sub-Category

Scott, Walter

Question Categories / Sub-Categories Responses Individual
[SD] [D] [N] [Al [SA] Med. Mode S.D. N Mean
C1 University Module 3 0 1 12 8 4 4 1.22 24 3.9

Responses: [SD] Strongly Disagree=1 [D] Disagree=2 [N] Neutral=3 [A] Agree=4 [SA] Strongly Agree=5

Faculty: Scott, Walter

Question: Enter comments below
Response Rate: 75.00% (3 of 4)

- Scotty has an excellent attitude towards students and his passion for the subject is very evident. Was interested
in students' research and in catering class towards that to make it more relevant to everyone. Including computer
simulations in this class is a great idea. He made the class very enjoyable and interesting.

- As this course is an Introduction to Stat Mech for most people and a required course for Phys Chem grad
students, | had expected it to be have more opportunities to apply the principles discussed in class. While

1 discussion of current research is important, | also think that we need to build a rigorous understanding of the basic
principles. As such, | would have preferred: 1) weekly/bi-weekly paper exercises (for marks preferably so they are
not optional) 2) more python exercises (4-5 would be appropriate), especially so that we see MD/MC simulations in
practice 3) more comprehensive exams - that require not only we state key equations but require that we also
understand how to apply them. Would have been helpful to have an equation sheet provided so that we can spend
our study time on understanding what they mean and how to use them rather than rote memorization.

6 of 7 6 22/01/09 11:22



Survey Report https://eval.olt.ubc.ca/etw/ets/et.asp

- | found the lecture notes to be slightly scattered and lacking in coherence, most likely due to them being a
condensation from many different sources. | would have preferred to have them to have been based on only one to
two required recommended texts - having assigned/recommended readings in a class really helps reinforce and
deepen understanding of the material. Alternatively having some sort of "custom courseware" text could also help.

- finally, a separation of grad/undergrad sections may allow the instructor to cater more to everyone's needs and
abilities.

2 good teacher

The instructor did not portray a sufficiently detailed understanding of the course material for an upper-year /
graduate level course, as a result, the majority of the lectures became a recitation of his poorly structured and
unfocused course notes.

The classes, which occasionally began late and frequently ended early, provided no further insight than reading a
Wikipedia stub. Fundamental concepts, prevalent in similar chemistry statistical mechanics offered at other

univ ersities, were either missed or quickly glossed over, due to the vast incoherent array of material attempted to
be covered.

Unfortunately, the material which was presented, was not ev er reinforced with practice exercises or problem sets.
Possibly due to the lack of creativity or effort on part the instructor, the students did not hav e this opportunity to

3 test and gauge their own understanding. Although this perhaps could hav e been entirely due to his philosophical
approach to the course, since the midterm exams were consistent in that they were focused on rote memorization of
the overheads with the odd trivial application.

Seemingly paradoxical, the instructor did howev er show a genuine concern for the students' learning and
understanding of the lectures. He made himself available to questions and concerns of the class while also taking in
their comments to change the direction of the course. His current condition would be well suited for a lower level
course; introducing students to a simple and broad overview of many different ideas and application. When not too
stubborn or pedantic, his enthusiasm and compassion make him a pleasant instructor.

As one of the upper-y ear student, it is pleasing to have a course with an empty workload and trivial exams, though
as a paying customer of the UBC educational institution a refund should be in order.

7 of 7 7 22/01/09 11:22






